CATHERINE   DUVAL,   ETC.
lackadaisical tenors have made us only too familiar. The magnificence of the staging of the play, so far from lending it assistance, served actually to emphasize its inherent weakness, even as the few fine lines of blank-verse which were scattered about the piece called attention to the low average of the writing of the whole play. As Lucy Ashton, Ellen Terry, in the opening scenes, had practically nothing to do, and throughout the entire drama the material upon which she had to work was of the flimsiest description. The author left the part of Lucy Ashton in outline, and in outline which was vague, shadowy, indefinite. Once and only once did Miss Terry have anything like a chance of producing a great effect. This was in the scene at the Mer-rnaiden's Well in which she played most touchingly and charmingly. That she did not do more was not her fault but that of the playwright.
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